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and included a review and extension of the academic field,
religion, a modern language, and professional courses and
practice school (Uebungschule) work. This training was
very thorough, but not broad, and was of a memoriter and
disciplinary character.
After the establishment of the republic, however,
Prussia began to require even elementary teachers to be
graduated from a secondary school, which had become so
much more practicable (see pp. 439 ff.), and to be then
trained at an institution of university rank. In 1921-1922,
the preparatory institutions, and in 1926 the normal
schools, were closed by ministerial decree. Under the
republic some of the states, like Saxony, assigned the prep-
aration of elementary teachers in part to the universi-
ties, but Prussia created special "schools of education"
(Padagogische Akademieri), on a level with the universi-
ties, for the purpose. These institutions were devoted
entirely to professional training and offered two years of
work in educational subjects and in observation and prac-
tice teaching. Upon graduation the students were given
temporary certification, and until 1930 this could be made
permanent through an approved course in a "co-operative
study group37 (Arbeitgemeinschaff). Since then perma-
nent appointment can be obtained only by passing a
second examination of a purely professional and practical
character after two to four years in service. This organ-
ization of teacher preparation has been retained by the
Nazi government, except that the institutions are now
called "teachers colleges" (Hochschulenfur Lehrerbildung),
and their aims and spirit have been completely changed.
Teachers for the secondary schools in Prussia have for a,
long time been required first to graduate from a secondary
school and then to attend a university ior at least eight